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What is phenology? Why pay attention to it?

e Natural cycles e Life
 The timing of interactions &  on the planet depends on these
activities of living things cycles & resources

e Determined by

e Adaptations to sunlight & seasons
e Resource availability

e Humans haven’t fully “liberated”
themselves from natural limits

P s  Phenology is an ecological
e Surface modification (glaciers, fire) approach
 The whole is greater than the sum of
its parts

* Interdependency: “butterfly effect”

 Means of reintegrating ourselves with
natural processes
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TIPTON PRAIRIE, GREENE COUNTY
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g WHITE MILLER CADDISFLY %

LOWER RACCOON, ON RIVER TERRACE VEGETATION
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STREAM MAYFLY (McCaffertium)
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CANADA GOOSE

Snake Creek Marsh, Greene County
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JUVENILE & FIRST

YEAR

Mostly dark: head,
chest, tail, flight
feathers

Dark brown belly
Some white in
underwing coverts

SECOND WINTER

Uneven trailing
edge from molt
White shows in
face, on belly, & in
tail

Mostly dark chest

ML)

THIRD WINTER

Mostly dark chest,
belly, underwings
Trailing edge even or
with fewer old
feathers

Mostly dark chest
Osprey-like head
pattern

FOURTH WINTER

Bill usually all yellow
Head & tail almost all
white

Body & wings nearly
all dark

FIFTH WINTER: adult
color pattern
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